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TheBelgian Embassy begs to enclose herewith 
the text of a report submitted to the Belgian Parli^/ 
ment by Mr. Emile Vandervelde during his term of office 
as Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the subject of the 
forced deportation of Belgian civilians during the 
German occupation of Belgian territory in the late war 

It has been thought that this report would 
bear an historical interest in view of the wide publicity 
given to the efforts of the German Reichstag to justify 
these deportations. For the accuracy of the historical 
record, this document contains extracts from the minor- 
ity report of the Reichatag's sub-committee, condemning 
the deportations, as well as confidential letters from 
the German Governor General in Belgium, showing conclu- 
sively, from German documentary evidence, that the 
deportations were effected solely for military purposes 
and in defiance of the recognized laws of war and of 
the dictates of humanity. 
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REPORT 



LAID BEFORE 

THE BELGIAN PARLIAMENT 

BY THE 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
in Answer to the Reichstag Report on the Belgian Deportations (1916-1917) (i). 




No measure taken by the German Government m occupied Belgium during 
the War has caused more suffering and protests than the wholesale! deporta- 
tions of Belgian workmen compelled to work in Germany and behind the 
Western Gorman Front. This measure was decided upon m Septem.ber 
1916, applied at the beginning of October m the War zone {Etapengebiet) 
anjd, during the last week of the same month, in the territory administered by 
the Central Government. Its execution was pursued vigorously until 
February 1917 in the latter territory; it was continued without bterruption 
in the War zone until the end of the hostilities. 

A careful inquiry conducted in every commune by the Belgian Ministry 
of JustM^ provides the following figures regarding these deportations : In 
the territory of the Central Government, 68,50€ men, a great number of 
whom were married, were sent to Germany; in the War zone, 62,155 people 
were transported close to th^ German Front, bo,th in France and m Belgium. 
The total number of Belgian, deportees, from October 1916 to November 
1918, may therefore be stated to have b^en 120,655. 

A memorandum, published by the Belgian Government, on February 
1st, 1917, descri'bes the condition of the deportees in the following terms : 
a The deportations have beldn coolly proceeded with by the occupying 
Power according to a pre-arranged plan, in spite of the most formal promises 
and assurances given to the population some time before by the highest 
representatives of the Imperial Government, notably by the Military Gover- 
nor of Antwerp and by Governor-General Fidd-Marshall von der Goltz, 
Belgian families have been mercilessly broken up. Men of all ages (from 
17 to 55 and over), o;f all conditions (depending on relief or in comifcr- 
table circumstances, unemployed or employed, many of them taken away 
from their work) have been removed in herds, transported under inhuman 
conditions to places which they are forbidden to make known to their fami- 



(1), The first -report of the Belgian Government deals with that part of the Reichstao 
Report regarding neutrality ; a second Belgian report deals with part of the Reichstag Report 
regarding the Francs-Tireurs war. 
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zu zahlen gehabt. Es hat aber tatsachlich 1,020 Millio.nen Franken gezahlt, 
und wind jetzt weiterhin die erhohte Kontribution in international kurs- 
fahig-emi Gelde zahlen, was in Noirdfrankreich wohl ausgeschlossen sein 
durfte. An eine Abfiihrung von Barguthaben bei Banken in Noirdfrank- 
reich ist gar nicht zu denken. 

Die mir unterstellten Behorden haben die Aufgaben, dauernd darauf 
hinzuarbeiten, alle Mittel des Landes im Interesse der Kriegfiihrung des 
Deutschen Reiches anzuspannen, und wo es geht, neue Quellen zu 
ersichliessen, urn die Lasten des Reiches zu vermmdern. Ich habe dem 
Generalkommissar fiir die Banken, der in erster Linie dazu berufen ist, 
die finanzielle Ausnutzung Belgians zu betreiben, beauitragt, einen einge- 
henden Bericht iiber die bisherigen geldlichen und wirtschaft lichen Leis^ 
tungen des Landes vorzubereiten und auch Vorschlage wegen der 
Heranziehung Belgiens in der Zukunft zu unterbreiten. 

Ich hoffe, dass Euene Excellenz mir Gerechti,g:keit widerfahren lassen 
und auch mir Hilfe leisten werden, Angriffe, die auf voller Unkenntnis 
der Verhaltnisse beruJien, zuriickzuweisen. Ich ha,be, wie ich das in Pless 
Euerer ExcelJenz treu, ehrlich und in Bewunderung Euer Excellenz aus- 
prach, nur ein Bestreben, durch meine Art der Verwaltung-, die ich als 
die eines sparsamen Ha:ushalters aufgefasst habe, fiir die Zeit der Not 
die Hilfe auch Euerer Excellenz gewahi^n zu konnen die Ihnen erwunscht 
erscheint und fur Deutschlands Durchhalten notwendig geworden ist. 
Euere Excellenz werden mir nicht absprechen konnen, dass ich trotz 
mancher Bedenken, die ich haer und da gehabt habe, rUcksichtslos alien 
militanschen Anfo-rderungen enbsprochen habe, die Euer Excellenz fiir 
nchtig und notwendig mir gegenuber bezeichneten, und wenn Seine 
Majestat mir die Verwakung des Landes noch weiter anvertraut, so. gebe 
ich meme Versichening, dass ich ebenso, wie in der Vergangenheit auch 
m der Zukunft nur deutsches Interesse im Auge haben werde selbst 
wenn es schliesslich zu einer Politik der aussersten Ausnutzung des Landes 
gegenuber dem bisherigen System der Sparsamkeit kommen miisste. 

\Gez.) von Bissing. 
Generaloberst. 



